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December—Ready or not...Here Comes Christmas

I’m hearing lots of people say “I can’t believe its Christmas already!”, and yet, it’s
the same time every year: December 25th. But, our lives seem to be getting
more and more complicated with events and things that distract us from the
reason for the Christmas season...which is to celebrate the BIRTH OF
CHRIST! BUT FIRST...December is actually the season of ADVENT.

The church has dealt with this for centuries, and has invented the solution to keep
our mind on the coming festival... ADVENT! Those of us in mainline Christ-
mas churches (Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, United Church of Christ,
Episcopalians, and Catholics) use the FOUR WEEKS before Christmas as a
season of preparation. Advent was “invented” by the church over 1500 years
ago, as a time of preparation for those who would be Baptized on Epiphany
(January 6th) which Catholic tradition says was the day Jesus was baptized.
SO—for four Sundays before Christmas, we concentrate on the Old Testament
prophesies that tell of Jesus’s coming. It’s a time of PREPARATION; a time
of WAITING. The Advent Wreath to help us count the weeks. Many church-
es don’t even put up their Christmas trees until after the 4th Sunday of Advent
service. This is often referred to as the “hanging of the greens”. Some years,
we have chosen to only light ONE of our four Christmas trees on the 1st week
of Advent, TWO on the 2nd week, THREE on the third week, and finally, on
week four, we light all four trees. I know some people don’t like that, but once
again, it’s a visible way to keep us focused on the reason for the (Advent) sea-
son...to count the days and PREPARE. While those in non-mainline denomi-
nations (Baptists, “non-denominational” churches, etc) are singing Christmas
Carols in church starting after Thanksgiving, Mainline churches normally re-
serve those carols to start December 24th, which is Christmas Eve. Compare
that to the Lenten and Easter seasons. We wouldn’t sing “Jesus Christ is Risen
Today” on Good Friday..NO! We wait until EASTER SUNDAY to pull out
those great Easter Resurrection sings. The same applies to Christmas. It’s
NOT CHRISTMAS until December 24th, in spite of all the Black Friday sales
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at every store in town. Our hymnal
has a wealth of delightful Advent
songs..ENJOY THEM! SING
THEM! Since so many people
“can’t stand the strain” of NOT
singing carols before Christmas, we
will replace “This is the Feast” on
the Sundays in Advent with a famil-
1ar Christmas Praise Carol, and the
Doxology with an Advent -carol
about giving our gifts....so you’ll
get the best of both worlds.

The liturgical colors of Advent used to
be Purple and Pink. PURPLE for
the REPENTENCE (similar to Lent)
and PINK for JOY on the 3rd week.
The white CHRIST CANDLE in the
center isn’t lit until Christmas Eve.
In recent years, PURPLE was
changed to BLUE in most Pretestant
Mainline churches, representing the
more positive feeling of HOPE and
as the royal color of the coming
King of Kings. We use BLUE ra-
ther than purple!

Christmas Eve Services

Christmas Eve 1s Wednesday, Decem-
ber 24th. We will once again have TWO
festival communion services that even-
ing, at 4 pm and 6:30 pm. Both are ser-
vices of “Lessons and Carols” where
you’ll hear the “Good News” scriptures
and have opportunity to sing selected
verses from some of the most popular
Christmas Carols. We will have special
music at both services, with the choir
singing only at the 4 pm service. We DO
NOT have a service on Christmas Day!

The timing of the Christmas Eve ser-
vices gives everyone a chance to worship
the newborn king and still get home in
time for family celebrations or celebrate
with friends at an undisclosed location.
INVITE YOUR FAMLIY and friends to
join you in church as we celebrate the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Tiny Tim Gifts

THANKS to everyone who “adopted”
one of more of our pantry children
through our annual Tiny Tim campaign.
Remember, PLEASE have your gifts
wrapped or bagged and delivered to
church NO LATER than Sunday, De-
cember 14th. The gifts will be distribut-
¢d on Tuesday December 16th!.

Until Next Month...

If you wonder what Advent is all
about...remember these words:
In those days John the Baptist
appeared in the wilderness...
proclaiming, “Repent, for the

kingdom of heaven has come near."”
and “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”’ Matt.3:1-3
(NRSV)

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone be the Glory)
Donald L, Bauer Director of Music
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